snail's pace, while with increasing awareness on the part of the population
the social turbulance has been increasing. And not being able to face
the turbulance in a judicious and rational manner, political parties and
governments sought containing the turbulant forces with repressive laws
on the one hand and politicising administration, police, and justice on
the other. These measures instead of containing, promoted further
violence. Let us eliminate Naxalism, not Naxals.
It should be recognised without any qualifications that the
responsibility to initiate measures rests%exclusively with the governments.
Long-term
Naxalism should be tackled on the social, economic and political
fronts with the cooperation and involvement of governmental agencies
and the different segments of the society, so that the root cause namely,
social and economic injustice prevalent in different parts of the country
especially in certain backward rural and tribal areas are removed and
those who are actively involved in this movement are brought back to
the mainstream of national life and their energies utilised for the upliftment
of the down-trodden and the oppressed through constructive
programmes in a peaceful manner.
Naxalism has to be treated as a national problem, by involving all
the political parties in order to review and formulate policies and oversee
their implementation on a non-partisan basis.
One of the necessary conditions to promote the integrity of persons
involved in all branches of administration, particularly police is to totally
depoliticise it. Appointments, postings, transfers, promotions, etc. should
be institutionalised, away from the purview of political entities. This will
help them in expressing their positions on various problems
unequivocally. And more important, the incentive for politically motivated
measures like harassment, foisting of unwarranted criminal and civil cases
will get reduced. Naturally this calls for the willingness of the political
masters to exercise restraint on their 'political' powers.
Effective implementation of programmes call for proper orientation
on the part of officials especially the police who at the cutting-edge level
do not have a proper perspective of Naxalism or state policy.
Participation of people through decentralized institutions of local
self-government - Panchayat Raj, Cooperatives, Gram Nyayalayas; - not
only improves the quality of democracy which is the job of every citizen,
but will also contribute to the pace of democratic development process.
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